Guidelines for AJO-DO Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses 

These guidelines have been developed to help authors to prepare systematic reviews and meta-analyses according to contemporary standards. Systematic reviews and meta-analyses submitted to the AJO-DO will be screened for compliance with these guidelines. These guidelines are supplemental to those for Original Articles. 

Guide for Authors
1. You can access an annotated example of a Model Orthodontic Systematic Review. Further explanation of reporting practices is given in the accompanying Explanation and Elaboration document. These documents have been prepared in accordance with PRISMA guidelines and the “PRISMA Statement for Reporting Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses of Studies that Evaluate Health Care Interventions: Explanations and Elaboration” (http://www.plosmedicine.org/article/info:doi/F10.1371/journal.pmed.1000100).  
However, we have made these guidelines more relevant to orthodontics and have adapted the reporting template to encourage transparent and pertinent reporting by introducing subheadings corresponding to established PRISMA items. 
Further information on reporting of systematic reviews can also be obtained in the Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions (http://www.cochrane-handbook.org/).

2. It is important to include and address all items in the PRISMA checklist as completely as possible in the text of the submission. For submissions without quantitative analyses, some items on the PRISMA checklist may not be applicable.  

3. With respect to the PRISMA checklist and guidelines, please ensure that submissions are correctly identified as systematic reviews or meta-analyses (Item 1) and that a structured summary is provided (Item 2).  Additionally, all components of PICOS (participants or population, intervention, comparisons or controls, outcome, and study design) should be clearly specified (Items 4 and 6). See accompanying PICOS explanation for further guidance and examples of good orthodontic reporting. 

Pay particular attention to Items 7 through 11 from the Methods section, as well as Items 17, 18, 19, and 20 from the Results section.  Items 13, 14, 16, 21, and 23 should be carefully reported when meta-analyses are performed.

4.  Download the PRISMA flow diagram and insert the appropriate numbers based on your searches and inclusion/exclusion criteria 

(http://www.prisma-statement.org/2.1.4 - PRISMA Flow 2009 Diagram.pdf).
5.  Manuscripts not meeting these guidelines may be rejected or returned to the authors for correction and/or modification prior to initiation of the review process.  
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