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Authorship and Contributorship Guidelines
Neuromodulation: Technology at the Neural Interface bases its authorship criteria on those outlined by the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). The corresponding author must submit the manuscript, related files, and all required data and information. From the point of submission until publication, all communication related to the manuscript will be directed to and received from the designated corresponding author only.

Authorship credit should be based on the following 4 criteria:

1) Substantial contribution to conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; and
2) Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and 

3) Final approval of the version to be published; and
4) Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
In addition to being accountable for the parts of the work he or she has done, an author should be able to identify which co-authors are responsible for specific other parts of the work. In addition, authors should have confidence in the integrity of the contributions of their co-authors.

All those designated as authors should meet all four criteria for authorship, and all who meet the 4 criteria should be identified as authors. Those who do not meet all four criteria should be acknowledged—see Section II.A.3. These authorship criteria are intended to reserve the status of authorship for those who deserve credit and can take responsibility for the work. The criteria are not intended for use as a means to disqualify colleagues from authorship who otherwise meet authorship criteria by denying them the opportunity to meet criterion #s 2 or 3. Therefore, all individuals who meet the first criterion should have the opportunity to participate in the review, drafting, and final approval of the manuscript.

When a large multi-author group has conducted the work, the group ideally should decide who will be an author before the work is started and confirm who is an author before submitting the manuscript for publication. All members of the group named as authors should meet all four criteria for authorship, including approval of the final manuscript, and they should be able to take public responsibility for the work and should have full confidence in the accuracy and integrity of the work of other group authors. They will also be expected as individuals to complete disclosure forms. 
Some large multi-author groups designate authorship by a group name, with or without the names of individuals. When submitting a manuscript authored by a group, the corresponding author should specify the group name if one exists, and clearly identify the group members who can take credit and responsibility for the work as authors. The byline of the article identifies who is directly responsible for the manuscript, and MEDLINE lists as authors whichever names appear on the byline. If the byline includes a group name, MEDLINE will list the names of individual group members who are authors or who are collaborators, sometimes called non-author contributors, if there is a note associated with the byline clearly stating that the individual names are elsewhere in the paper and whether those names are authors or collaborators.
For more information, please consult the International ICMJE website here.
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1)  Please confirm the following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Confirm the accuracy of the content and that the content of the manuscript represents the authors’ work/opinions and not those of the sponsoring agent(s), if any.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Confirm that the corresponding author agrees to communicate with all other authors and will obtain their approval for the final version to be published.

 FORMCHECKBOX 


Confirm that all authors are listed and have made substantial contributions to:
•   the research design, or the acquisition, analysis or interpretation of data; and to 

•   drafting the paper or revising it critically;

•   and that all authors have approved the submitted version

2)  Give a short description of each individual’s contribution to the research and its publication (e.g. designed study, analyzed data, drafted paper).

Sample authorship description and acknowledgement: 

Drs. A, B and C designed and conducted the study, including patient recruitment, data collection, and data analysis. Dr. A prepared the manuscript draft with important intellectual input from Drs. B and C. [Insert name of organization] provided funding for the study, statistical support in analyzing the data with input from Drs. A, B and C, and also provided funding for editorial support. Drs. A, B and C had complete access to the study data. All authors approved the final manuscript. We would like to thank Dr. D for his / her editorial support during preparation of this manuscript.


3)  Was this research or its publication assisted by any non-financial or ‘in-kind’ contributions? (e.g. provision of study design, data collection, data analysis, writing assistance, literature searching, administrative support, supply of materials).  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   YES        FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO
If yes, state the identity of the individuals who provided this assistance and disclose the source of any material or financial support:
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