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On behalf of all the authors, I hereby grant and assign to the American Society for Surgery of the Hand (the “Society”) the entire copyright in and to the article tentatively entitled

_______________________________________________________

 (the “Work”), including the exclusive right to publish the Work in all forms and media effective if and when it is accepted for publication by the Society.


The authors hereby represent and warrant that all portions of the Work are our own original creations; that the content of the Work is accurate to the best of our knowledge and does not violate any copyright, proprietary or personal rights of others; and that we have not previously granted any rights to other parties that are inconsistent with the rights herein granted to the Society.  We hereby acknowledge that the Society and the Publisher of The Journal of Hand Surgery will be relying on this Authors’ Release if the Work is published.


The authors hereby indemnify and hold harmless the Society and the Publisher of The Journal of Hand Surgery and their respective officers, directors, members, employees, and agents from and against any and all claims, actions, losses, demands, costs, reasonable attorneys’ fees, and other expenses arising directly or indirectly from the inaccuracy or breach of any of the aforementioned representations, covenants, and warranties.


The Society undertakes no obligation to publish the Work and will return all rights herein granted by the authors upon written request if the Work is not published within 18 months of this Release.


US National Institutes of Health (NIH) voluntary posting/ “Public Access Policy”

Elsevier facilitates author posting in connection with the voluntary posting request of the NIH (referred to as the NIH “Public Access Policy,” see http://www.nih.gov/about/publicaccess/index.htm) by posting the peer-reviewed author’s manuscript directly to PubMed Central on request from the author, 12 months after formal publication. Upon notification from Elsevier of publication, we will ask you to confirm via e-mail (by e-mailing us at NIHauthorrequest@elsevier.com) that your work has received NIH funding (with the NIH award number) and that you intend to respond to the NIH request. Upon such confirmation, Elsevier will submit to PubMed Central on your behalf a version of your manuscript that will include peer-review comments, for posting 12 months after the formal publication date. This will ensure that you will have responded fully to the NIH request policy. There will be no need for you to post your manuscript directly to PubMed Central, and any such posting is prohibited. Individual modifications to this general policy may apply to some Elsevier journals and its society publishing partners.


As the primary author of the Work, I have full authority to act on behalf of the other authors in any matter arising from this Release, including but not limited to, review and approval of the edited Work.
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